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Celebrating Our Rotary Foundation 
In Rotary Year 2016-17 we will be celebrating the 100th Anniversary of The Rotary 
Foundation.   Let me remind you of its beginning.  At the end of the 1917 Rotary 
Convention in Atlanta, RI President Arch Klumph had a surplus of $26.50.   He 
formed an endowment to “do good in the world.”  Today, we know that 
endowment as The Rotary Foundation, and the $26.50 has grown to more than 
$1 billion through the generosity of Rotarians around the world. The mission of 
our Rotary Foundation - for it truly belongs to all of us - is to enable Rotarians to 
advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through the improvement of 
health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty. The wording is 
important: to enable Rotarians – like you and the members of your club - to do 
good in the world.  Since its founding, the Rotary Foundation has awarded more than $3B in grants 
that enable Rotarians to approach challenges such as clean water, illiteracy, and disease with 
sustainable solutions that leave a lasting impact.   Rotary Foundation scholarships, district grants 
and global grants have helped you and your club make a difference in your local community and in 
communities around the world.


Rotary International has asked each Rotarian to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Rotary 
Foundation by doing one hundred acts of good during Rotary Year 2016-17.  Make your first act of 
good your gift to the Rotary Foundation and help our district reach its goal of 100% participation in 
the 100th year.       


      ~2016-2017 District Governor Nick Frankle               


Welcome to the New Foundation Newsletter! 
  
With all the outstanding things happening because of your efforts, the District Rotary Foundation 
Committee felt it important to keep everyone up to date on how our contributions to the Foundation 
become investments on improving our communities and impacting our international friends. The 
contributions we all send to the Rotary Foundation are shared with the many grants and programs 
of the Foundation, and would not be possible if it were not for your generosity. Those clubs that 
initiate these grants are doing so on everyone's behalf, because if it were not for them, we would 
not be able to do all we do. 
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The District Rotary Foundation also welcomes in a NEW TEAM for the 2016-2017 Rotary year. 
These individuals have been selected because of their experience and desire to see your efforts 
come to fruition, and you will find their commitment to you unwavering. The Committee is organized 
using the four region structure of the District. Each region will have a representative on the District 
Grants and Global Grants, and Foundation Area Representatives that will also serve a resource for 
your clubs. Each of the Committee chairs will also be available for you, should questions arise, and 
lastly, we will have a network of speakers for you to call on for club programs or events.  

 

We want to keep you up to date on our Polio efforts, as this was voted on at the Council on 
Legislation as our Number One Priority. 


• There will be regular updates on our progress. 

• There will be a District Grants section with a list of grants, with a few of them being featured. 

• There will be a section on Global Grants, which will also have a list of grants and project details. 

• We will have special feature articles on different aspects and programs of the Rotary Foundation.

• We will assist the clubs by tracking your annual Rotary Foundation goals and progress in attaining 

these goals with regular updates.


It is our plan to keep you all informed on all that the Foundation is doing and show you how your 
contributions are making a difference in our communities and the world. There is a reason the 
Rotary Foundation remains so highly rated by Charity Navigator, and we should all be proud of what 
our Foundation is doing AND be informed on how our investments are being spent.


I wish to thank the Committee members for their commitment in assisting the clubs, the clubs for 
their continued support and for initiating such outstanding projects and programs, and to ALL of 
you for your continued unselfish support of the Rotary Foundation. You are all changing lives and 
making the World a better place for everyone. 


I look forward to serving you. 

 ~Wade Nomura, 2016-2019 DRFC Chairman


wadeDG1112@verizon.net 

Meet the District Rotary Foundation Committee 

In the first installment of a continuing feature, we are pleased to introduce those who have agreed to 
serve on the DRFC. :


Wade Nomura 
DRFC Chairman      
Wade Nomura is a charter member (2002) of the Rotary Club of Carpinteria 
Morning. He served as the District Governor in 2011-2012. He is a charter Paul 
Harris Society member, Major Donor, level two Bequest Society member, and 
recipient of the Rotary International “Service Above Self” Award and the Rotary 
Foundation’s “Citation for Meritorious Service” Award. Wade has been on 38 
international trips for Rotary, including an NID to India, where he has a special 
passion, having had polio as a child. Wade is also an honorary member of 7 
international Rotary clubs having helped charter 5 of them, and honorary 
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ambassador for 2 international districts.


Wade serves/served as the 2012-2016 District Personnel Director, Zone Governors’ Instructor, Zone 
Trainer, Zone Institute Manager, Rotary Foundation Cadre for Water and Sanitation, and Community 
and Economic Development in English and Spanish speaking countries, 2015-2017 Rotary 
International Director Nominating Committee, Rotary International President’s Representative, 
Rotary Rose Parade Committee Chair, 2016 Rotary International Council on Legislation delegate, 
the 2017 Southern Cal/Nevada PETS Chair, chairing two RI/Zone Task Forces on Membership 
Integration and Personnel, and hosts a TV show “Rotary, Serving Our Community” that you can see 
at www.WeAreRotary.TV and features a number of shows on the Rotary Foundation.


Gerry Porter 
Global Grants Committee 2016-2017 

Gerry Porter was inducted into District 5330 Lake Arrowhead Mountain Sunrise 
Rotary Club in May 2004.  During his time in that club, he served as Club 
Community Service Chair, Club International Service Chair, Member Club Board 
of Directors, Committee Member - Disaster Response, Committee Member – 
Succession Planning, Club Finemaster, and as Club President from 2006 to 2007.


While in RC Lake Arrowhead Mountain Sunrise, Gerry also served as District 
5330 International Service Chair 2008-2009, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011; and as 
D5330 Strategic Planning Committee Member, D5330 Humanitarian Grants 
Oversight Committee Member, D5330 “STAR’s” (Service to American Rotarians) 

Committee Member (Katrina Relief), and D5330 Oduoro Village Committee Member (Uganda). He 
graduated from the District 5330 Leadership Development Academy.


In February of 2012, Gerry transferred to District 5240 - Rotary Club of Cambria, and immediately 
dove right in by serving as that club's TRF Chair and on the International Service Committee (ISC) in 
2012-2013.  He continued as TRF Chair through the 2014-2015 Rotary Year, and on the ISC through 
the 2015-2016 year. 


A D5240 PRLS graduate, Gerry has been active at the district level in District 5240 since 2013, 
when he became the DRF Grants Coordinator, a post he held through 2015-2016.


In 2014-2015, he served as the D5240 “On to Sydney” Chair, and was the Region 4 Foundation 
Area Rep.  


For Rotary Year 2016-2017, Gerry will serve on the Foundation Gala Planning Committee , the 
District 5240 International Service Committee Member 2016-2017 and the District 5240 Global 
Grants Committee.


Gerry is a Paul Harris Society Major Donor, Benefactor, and Bequest Society Member.


David Saint-Amand 
District Grants Committee 2016-2017 

David Saint-Amand is a member and Past President of the Rotary Club of China 
Lake.  He is a Master PRLS Graduate and a Multiple Paul Harris Fellow.   He is a 
recipient of his club’s “Everett A. Long Rotarian of the Year” award, and the 
Rotary International “Rotary Volunteers” Certificate of Recognition.  He is the 
current Chair of the Rotary Club of China Lake Charitable Foundation, through 
which he personally funds an annual science and engineering memorial 
scholarship in honor of his Parents: Dr. Pierre and Mrs. Marie Saint-Amand.  
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David has a particular interest in eliminating the Polio virus as his mother was infected with it as a 
child.  To that end he created the “Big Change from Small Change” fundraising effort in order to 
cover his club’s annual contribution to the first matching grant of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  He raised over $6,000 for the Rotary PolioPlus program; which was then donated 
under his club’s name.


David has served District 5240 every year for the past nine years; from a member of the “Future 
Vision Pilot District Committee,” to Executive Assistant Governor, and up to Chief Operating Officer 
for District Governor Jim Bell (2015-2016).


Martin Senn  
Global Grants Committee 2016-2017 

Martin Senn, a third generation Rotarian has been in Rotary for about 10 years.  He 
and his wife came to the US from Denmark when they were in their early 20s and 
settled in Goleta.  Martin served as President for The Rotary Club of Goleta in 2011/12 
and currently serves as International Chair for that club.   Martin is the Senior Vice 
President and runs the daily operations for a company based in Camarillo called 
Bamboo Pipeline, that sells plants to landscape contractors, architects and designers 
throughout the state of California. Martin also has a sister company to Bamboo 
Express called Plants Express (100% web based) that sells plants to homeowners 
throughout California.


Martin’s passion for Rotary is to help other people.   He has been the leader of a cataract operation 
project in Morelia, Mexico, for the last four year where their team performed 100 cataract surgeries 
each year for Mexican nationals unable to afford this life changing surgery otherwise.  The team has 
worked together with the Camelinas Rotary Club (all women) in Morelia and See International in 
Goleta (a non profit that provides the supplies for eye operations around the world).


In the past two years, Martin  has completed two Rotary Global Grants, together with the Camelinas 
Rotarians, for the Miguel Silva General Hospital in Morelia (where the cataract surgeries take place).  
This hospital serves about 1 million of the poorest people in Michoachan and surrounding states. 
They are currently working on starting a new Global Grant for an Echocardiography machine for the 
same hospital.   Availability of this procedure will help prevent many of the Mexican nationals in this 
area from dying from heart disease.   This hospital is also a teaching hospital for the universities in 
this area of Mexico where the future doctors do their internships.


Martin is very excited about working with the Committee, to make sure that many more Global 
Grant projects get approved and executed around the world from District 5240.


Charles Wilson 
Global Grants Committee 2016-2017 

Charles Wilson joined the Rotary Club of Simi Sunrise in 2000.  He is a multiple 
Paul Harris Fellow and a member of the Arch Klumph Society.  Currently he is 
serving as his club’s International Service Chair (2015-2017) and in that capacity 
has overseen the club’s host partner responsibilities in writing and administering 
Global Grant 1524911 for Water Harvesting in the Independence Aquifer in 
Mexico.


Charles was born in Chicago, Illinois.  When he was a child, he and his family 
lived in Ontario, Canada, for five years before returning Illinois.  After graduating 
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from high school in Naperville, Illinois, Charles went on to earn a BSEE (1975) from Purdue 
University, and a MSEE (1976) from Stanford, which prepared him for a 40-year career in the 
aerospace industry as a Systems Engineer, where he worked on various missile defense project.   
Charles also holds an MBA (1983) degree from CSUN.   


Charles and his wife Phyllis have been married for 39 years, and have lived in Simi Valley for since 
1979.  They have two grown children, Jennifer and Daniel.  Charles is a private pilot and ham radio 
operator. He also likes skiing, camping, and singing. 

Rotary Peace Fellow News


District Governor 2015/2016 Jim Bell and I closed out the Rotary year by enjoying the process of 
online interviews with candidates for the 2017 Peace Fellowship.  We 
have a ‘bumper crop’ this year with seven applicants coming to us 
from South Sudan, Somaliland, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Rwanda 
and Mindanao in the Philippines.  Four of these, highly 
motivated peace workers are employed by Non-Violent 
Peaceforce  in unarmed civilian protection.  Two of the 
applicants are applying for the Masters program at Bradford 
University, UK and Uppsala, Sweden with the remainder 
hoping to gain selection for the three month Professional 
Certificate course at Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.  We 
wish them well!  


We also had potential applicants from the district and one of those although 
ineligible this year will be first in the queue for the 2018 Fellowship. 

More News: The Rotary E-club of One World has formed a Peace Committee with 
30 members including (so far!) seven Rotary Peace Fellows – two who have just been 
chosen by the Institute for Economics and Peace among the top ten of their 100 Global Peace 
Index Ambassadors.  The OWR Peace Committee aims to engage in dialogue about a proposal for 
peace education for Rotary with its first initiative a conference in Winnipeg in September.


~Rotary Peace Fellowship Subcommittee Chair Catherine Bonifant
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Cadre of 
Technical 
Advisors

D5240 is a Peacebuilder District 

supporting the global impact of the Rotary Peace Fellows.

District 5240 Foundation Newsletter


DRFC Chair:  PDG Wade Nomura,      
wadedg1112@verizon.net


Editor: Susan Weaver


The District 5240 Foundation newsletter is published once a month and issued 
second week of the month.  Submission deadline for articles is the 15th of the 
month preceding publication.   Submit articles to: 
DRFC5240news@gmail.com 
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What in the World is a Cadre?

Many Rotarians have not heard of a Rotary Foundation Cadre, or what the function 
of these cadres is.


A Rotary Foundation Cadre comprises volunteer technical experts that serve the 
Rotary Foundation by using their skills and knowledge to evaluate Global Grants. 
Each of the nearly 600 members of the TRF Cadre program are certified in one or 
more of the six areas of focus, and can be called on to serve in areas or countries 
where they have proficient language skills. These can be reviews of written grant 
applications, and/or interim, final, or post project site visits. Grants greater than 
$50,000, will generally have at least one Cadre evaluation of the project, while the 
larger ones will also have interim visits at project funding intervals. 


There are also a number of primary goals and objectives in each of the evaluations. 
There are the basic objectives of verifying the grant application is complete and 
conforming to TRF standards and regulations, such as potential conflicts of interest. 
There are also other items that the Cadre looks at, such as Rotarian involvement, 
using project and grant best practices, confirming that items identified on the needs 
assessment review are being addressed, that the beneficiaries have buy in, and that 
the project will be sustainable. Cadre members can also be called upon to assist 
with the preparing a grant application.


I have been a member of the Cadre for four years now and I am certified in the areas 
of Water and Sanitation, and Community and Economic Development in English and 
Spanish speaking countries. I want to share with you some of the assignments I 
have done and the objectives of these so you can be better informed on how 
proactive the Foundation actually is in assuring we have successful projects, and in 
continuing to improve the grant process for the clubs, while also working to protect 
our contributions to TRF.


  Over the past few years, I have evaluated one 
water project in Haiti, four water projects in 
Honduras, and a community and economic 
development project in Guatemala, each with a 
different application, however two of them

were specific reviews focused to evaluate how 
effective the "Future Vision" model has worked and 
to see what type of improvements need to be 
made.  Sustainability remains the main priority for 
project implementation along with our Rotary 
mission of serving humanity. 


In future newsletters, I will be writing articles on 
these assignments as it may give you a better 
understanding of the Global Grants process and 
model, and since these are grants from other 
districts, the opportunity to consider a similar grant 
for your club. "Why start from scratch, when we have 
the model already in place?" 


There are also a few TV shows on TRF Cadre assignments that you can watch at www.WeAreRotary.TV 


~Wade Nomura
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Would you consider 
serving The Rotary 
Foundation by using 
your expertise as a 
Cadre member?  Cadre 
members say that this 
is a very satisfying 
experience, and  there 
is a continual need for 
additional volunteers.  

For more information 
about the Cadre, the 
specific skill sets that 
are needed in which 
areas around the 
world, and to find out 
whether you would 
qualify and how to 
become a Cadre 
member, visit: 

https://
www.rotary.org/
myrotary/en/take-
action/apply-grants/
cadre-technical-
advisers 

Las Penitas, Honduras: Cadre 
member Wade Nomura consulting 
on a water project that distributes 
spring mountain water to the 
community.  Pictured with Wade, 
on the left is a Water engineer 
from the government, and on the 
right is Rotarian Max Morales of 
the Rotary club of Usula, and the 
host club representative.
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Water Harvesting in the Independence Aquifer


A grant by the Rotary clubs of Simi Sunrise and San Miguel de Allende Midday was approved in March for 
$200,000 to build 314 cisterns in the Independence Aquifer in central Mexico.  The grant is expected to reach 
2400 individuals and will be completed in roughly 18 months.  The materials for the cisterns are provided by 
the grant and are built by teams made up of the project's beneficiaries.  Additionally, the grant provides for the 
development of training materials covering the water cycle, water contamination,  and what is “safe” drinking 
water.  The training is conducted by cooperating partners which are grass roots organizations with close ties 
to the beneficiary communities.


In April, Simi Sunrise Rotarians Heather Frankle and Chas Wilson, accompanied by DGE Nick Frankle and 
spouse Phyllis Wilson were able to attend the D4160 Conference in San Miguel along with approximately 30 
other D5240 Rotarians.  As part of the visit, they were able to visit with future beneficiaries of the grant as well 
as the beneficiaries of previous cistern grants to learn and understand the impact that these have had on their 
lives.  They were also able to attend a 'teach the teachers' session where the curriculum was being refined.  
The interest and enthusiasm of the teachers in this effort was evident and provided support that there is a 
grass roots commitment for this project.


Submitted by Chas Wilson 
Rotary Club of Simi Sunrise
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Visit with community members speaking about the importance of clean water.     
Note: Cistern in background.
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World Health Organization Wild Polio Virus Update


Week ending 15 June
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Headlines: 
Next week, stakeholders of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative including member states and 
donors will gather in Geneva at the meeting of the Polio Partners Group to review progress and 
discuss the trivalent to bivalent oral polio vaccine switch, transition planning and the financial 
resources urgently needed to see eradication through to the end.

Afghanistan: One new case of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) was reported in the 
past week in Shigal Wa Sheltan district of Kunar with onset of paralysis on 29 May. The total 
number of WPV1 cases for 2016 is now six compared to three at this time last year.

Pakistan: No new cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) were reported in the past 
week. The most recent case was from Bannu district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province with 
onset of paralysis on 26 April. The total number of WPV1 cases for 2016 remains 11, compared to 
24 at this time in 2015.
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