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WHY SHOULD WE CELEBRATE THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION? 

As proud as we are for being members of Rotary, we have to realize 
that Rotary International is not in the business of doing humanitarian 
grants.  We pay our  dues  to  Rotary International  which covers  our 
administrative  expenses  to  keep  Rotary  in  business.  The  dues, 
however, does not cover humanitarian grants; The Rotary Foundation 
does!   Which  is  why  each  November  Rotary  celebrates  Rotary 
Foundation Month.

The  Rotary  Foundation  is  the  Charitable  Foundation  of  Rotary 
International,  whose  money  comes  from  our  contributions  to  The 
Rotary Foundation. In the case of cash contributions, our individual 
giving is recognized with Paul Harris Fellow levels, and shows our 
commitment to “Changing Lives”, as these contributions are used in 
our Communities and other humanitarian projects that our clubs feel 
deserve our efforts to improve their lives. 
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The Paul Harris pin you have, or will have, represents your commitment to changing lives of 
those less fortunate, and with your contributions there will be far more people benefitting 
from our efforts. Past Rotary International President Tanaka said it best with his Presidential 
theme of, “Peace Through Service”. Through our efforts, each Rotary Foundation project or 
program creates goodwill by simply lending a hand to someone we did not know before we 
started, and even though you may never see these people or their faces of gratitude, know 
that your contributions are making a difference.

We have become the Greatest humanitarian service organization this world has ever had, and 
we should be proud of our efforts made possible through the Rotary Foundation. 
I urge you to see all that the Rotary Foundation does, because it is your contributions that are 
making this possible. 

Celebrate The Rotary Foundation, be aware of all we are doing, and take pride in all you are 
making possible in investing in The Rotary Foundation

~ Wade Nomura

CITATION FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE 
IS AWARDED TO 

LUZ MARIA ORTIZ-SMITH
 

Luz Maria Ortiz-Smith became the 21st Rotarian from 
our  District  to  be  recognized  with  the  prestigious 
Rotary Foundation’s Citation for Meritorious Service. 
Luz Maria,  a  Past  District  Governor  and member  of 
Santa  Barbara  Sunrise,  received  this  award  for  her 
exceptional long time service to the Rotary Foundation. 
Her  efforts  to  promote  the  ideals  of  the  Foundation 
were  and  are  essential  to  the  success  of  the  many 
international  programs  and  whose  actions  are 
consistent  with  the  highest  traditions  of  the  Rotary 
Foundation. We extend our heartiest congratulations to 
PDG Luz Maria on this award and for her dedication to 
Rotary and The Rotary Foundation.   Luz Maria  is  a 
Major  Donor,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Bequest 
Society and the Paul Harris Society.
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Luz Maria Ortiz-Smith and her husband 
E. Russell Smith.
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Past Meritorious Service Citation Awardees include:

1975    Norman Hefner
1977    Alvin Hotz
1977    Warren Thompson
1979    Cy Johnson (Westlake Village)
1979    Robert Olson
1985-86   C. Robert Frapwell
1991-92   Sam Greene (Westlake Village)
1992-93   John Carroll (Ventura East)
1995-96   Frank Geddes (Bakersfield East)
1996-97   Otto Austel (Simi Valley)
1997-98   Jim Johannsen (Santa Barbara North)

1998-99     Dick Strayer (Simi Sunrise)
1999-2000 Bing Han (Westlake Village)
2000-01   Monte Vidders (Ventura East)
2001-02   Rick Zanders (Santa Ynez Valley)
2004-05   Steve Goad (China Lake)
2005-06   Arnie Dowdy (Pismo Beach/Five Cities)
2006-07   Brenda Cressey (Paso Robles Sunrise)
2012-13   Dan Giordano (Bakersfield East)
2014-15   Wade Nomura (Carpinteria Morning)
2015-16   Luz Maria Ortiz-Smith (Santa Barbara 

Sunrise)  

D5240 Recognized at Recent Zone Institute 
The Zone Institute for Zones 25 & 26 was held in Santa Barbara November 10-13.  We are happy to 
announce that District 5240 received the following awards and recognitions:
• Polio Plus: Acknowledgement of Meeting Polio Plus contribution goals,
• 1st Place in Other Giving: D5240 had the highest dollar contribution to non-restricted 

contributions,
• 1st Place in total club participation in Global Grants.
 
Congratulations to Past District Governor Jim Bell for his leadership, to Past Foundation Chair Luz 
Maria Ortiz-Smith for her guidance,
and to the D5240 clubs for their participation in leading the districts of Southern California, Arizona, 
Nevada and Hawaii.  Well done!
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History of The Rotary Foundation
At the 1917 convention, outgoing Rotary President Arch Klumph proposed to set up an endowment 
“for the purpose of doing good in the world.” In 1928, it was renamed The Rotary Foundation, and it 
became a distinct entity within Rotary International.

Growth of the Foundation
In 1929, the Foundation made its first gift of $500 to the International Society for Crippled Children. 
The organization, created by Rotarian Edgar F. “Daddy” Allen, later grew into Easter Seals.

When Rotary founder Paul Harris died in 1947, contributions began pouring in to Rotary 
International, and the Paul Harris Memorial Fund was created to build the Foundation.

Evolution of Foundation programs
1947: The Foundation established its first program, 
Fellowships for Advance Study, later known as 
Ambassadorial Scholarships.

1965-66: Three programs were launched: Group Study 
Exchange, Awards for Technical Training, and Grants 
for Activities in Keeping with the Objective of The 
Rotary Foundation, which was later called Matching 
Grants.

1978: Rotary introduced the Health, Hunger and 
Humanity (3-H) Grants. The first 3-H Grant funded a project to immunize 6 million Philippine 
children against polio.

1985: The PolioPlus program was launched to eradicate polio worldwide.

1987-88: The first peace forums were held, leading to Rotary Peace Fellowships.

2013: New district, global, and packaged grants enable Rotarians around the world to respond to the 
world’s greatest needs.

Since the first donation of $26.50 in 1917, the Foundation has received contributions totaling more 
than $1 billion.

Celebrate the Centennial
In 2016-17, the Foundation turns 100, and that is definitely something worth 
celebrating. Get ideas for holding your own centennial event, explore the 
Foundation’s history in our interactive timeline, and track progress toward our 
fundraising goal.
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https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/take-action/end-polio
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/get-involved/exchange-ideas/peace-fellowships
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/take-action/apply-grants
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FREE T-SHIRTS FOR INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 

Our District  has  partnered with the American Silk  Screen Company of  Santa Barbara to  supply 
shirts, hats and sweatshirts to international communities that are in need of these items.  The shirts 
are overstocks and cosmetic seconds that cannot be distributed in the United States. We currently 
have 2-3,000 shirts  ready to be distributed.  If  you are planning on travelling to an international 
project  sight,  or  would  like  to  ship  shirts  to  a  favorite  project  location,  please  contact  Wade 
(wadeDG1112@verizon.net) for details and to organize a pick-up or delivery.

PEACE TABLE AT STEPS CONFERENCE, JANUARY 28, 2017 
    Following the success of the Peace Table conducted at the district conference in October, 

planning is underway for another to be held at the STEPS Conference in January.  A 
number  of  Rotary  Peace  Fellows  have  signed  up  for  the  virtual  Peace  Table  to 
participate in the discussions which will focus on the theme of the video:  “Peace Is…”  
and how Rotarians and Rotary Peace Fellows might work together more effectively. 

A copy of the video “Peace Is..” was sent to all clubs in D5240 on a USB drive gifted to D5240 and 
DG Nick Frankle by Rotarian Tom Schneider, Rotary Club of Midday San Miguel, Mexico.

To receive further information or to sign up for virtual participation of the Peace Table at STEPS 
contact Catherine Bonifant via email:  Catherine.r.bonifant@gmail.com 
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Pictured above RC Carpinteria Morning Past President Art Fisher, Kathie Jo Hobbs, PDG 
Wade Nomura, One World Rotary member Diana McDermott, RC Carpinteria Morning PP 
Rick Joy, Christy Joy and Charles McDermott.

mailto:wadeDG1112@verizon.net
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TRF Monthly Contribution Report 
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D5240 ROTARY PEACE FELLOWSHIP SUBCOMMITTEE 
Further good news on our Rotary Peace Fellowship candidates arrived after last month’s newsletter went 
to print.  Although disappointed for four of the candidates who were unsuccessful, we were informed of 
another successful applicant as well as two being placed on the Alternate list with a slight chance of being 
offered a place should successful applicants need to withdraw or defer.

Two Successful Candidates

 D5240 Rotary Peace Fellowship candidate, Jenny Anne Apias  (Philippines) has been 
successful in her application for the 2017 Masters course at Uppsala University, Sweden.  
Jenny is  employed by Non Violent  Peace Force in the Philippines.   Members of  the 
Rotary E-club of One World and the district Peace Fellowship subcommittee members, 
including DG Jim Bell, will support Jenny throughout her journey.  Jenny will also be 
supported  by  Rotarian  counselors  in  Uppsala  while  she  is  undertaking  the  Masters 

Programme in Peace and Conflict Studies.

 D5240 Rotary Peace Fellowship candidate, Jane Wanjiru (Kenya) has been successful in her 
application  for  the  2017  Professional  Certificate  at  Chulalongkorn  University,  Thailand.  
Jane is employed by Non Violent Peace Force in South Sudan and will benefit enormously 
from the opportunity provided by the course. Jane will be supported throughout her time in 
Thailand by Rotarian counselors in the host district in Bangkok and in the Rotary E-Club of 
One World. 

Alternate Candidates  are D5240 Rotary Peace Fellowship candidate Rocky Ambago, who applied to 
attend Chulalongkorn University for the Professional Certificate course, and D5240 Rotary Peace 
Fellowship candidate Ndenyele Omalenge  (Wilson), applied to attend Chulalongkorn Univeristy for the 
Professional course.  Both are employed by the Non-Violent Peace Force. Rocky in South Sudan and 
Wilson in Kenya.

D5240  Peace Chair News

Congratulations to two D5240 Rotary clubs who have signed up with DG Nick Frankle for the Peace 
Builder Club project.  They are:  the Rotary E-Club of One World http://oneworldrotary.org/ and  the 
Rotary Club of Newbury Park  http://portal.clubrunner.ca/2841

Chair of the E-club OWR Peace Builder Club Committee, Frank Tripicchio and President Michael 
Henstra have begun the process of implementing a peace education program with a local high school; are 
in talks with a university and following up with former RYLA students in order to achieve the Peace 
Builder Club (PBC)  criteria.  PP Dana Moldovan is Peace Chair for the Rotary Club of Newbury Park 
and with President Robert Weiser has submitted the Peace Builder Club application to DG Nick Frankle 
for approval.  Dana is also a member of the D5240 Peace Committee with PDG Loretta Butts and myself 
as Chair.  We are currently formulating a strategic plan for the implementation of the PBC project 
throughout the district. Applications may be downloaded from the district website:  http://

www.rotarydistrict5240.org/SitePage/peace-page  

~ Catherine Bonifant, Rotary E-Club of One World

Peace Fellow Chair
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http://oneworldrotary.org/
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/2841
http://www.rotarydistrict5240.org/SitePage/peace-page
http://www.rotarydistrict5240.org/SitePage/peace-page
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Polio this week as of 16 November 2016

Headlines:
     The recently-established Transition Independent Monitoring Board (Transition IMB) is holding its inaugural 
meeting this week in London, UK. The group has been established to monitor and guide polio transition 
(previously referred toas ‘legacy’) planning. The Transition IMB is separate from the regular IMB which 
monitors and guides progresstowards interrupt of transmission of polioviruses.
     The role of IPV in the Polio Endgame---Thanks to major steps forward including the declaration of wild 
poliovirus type2 as eradicated in September 2015, the phased removal of oral polio vaccines began in April 
2016 with the withdrawalof the type 2 component. As an essential part of this, all countries agreed to introduce 
one dose of IPV into their routine immunization systems to boost immunity against poliovirus types 1 and 3 and 
provide a baseline of immunity against type 2 in case of an outbreak of type 2 vaccine derived polioviruses.
Afghanistan: No new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported in the past week. The total number 
of WPV1 cases for 2016 remains 12. The most recent case had onset of paralysis on 12 October, from Bermal 
district, Paktika province. Six of the country’s 12 cases are from Bermal district.
Pakistan: No new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported in the past week. The total number of
WPV1 cases for 2016 remains 16. The most recent case had onset of paralysis on 3 September, from Kohistan 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP).
Nigeria: No new cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) were reported in the past week. The total number of
WPV1 cases for 2016 remains four. The most recent case  had onset of paralysis on 21 August, from Monguno 
Local Government Area (LGA), Borno.
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D5240 ROTARY FOUNDATION COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
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DRFC Chair Wade Nomura wadedg1112@verizon.net

District Grants Subcommitee Chair David Gore davcgor@gmail.com

District Grants Chair Bruce Howard bruce@brucehowardrealtor.com

 District Grants Committee David Saint Amand David_saintamand@yahoo.com

 District Grants Committee Pat Abruzzese pabruzzese@pccinc.com

 District Grants Committee Dante Honorico Dhonorico@aol.com

Global Grants Chair Martin Senn Msenn88@cox.net

Global Grants Committee Jim Bell jimbelldg1516@gmail.com

Global Grants Committee Chas Wilson Rcssprez2010@sbcglobal.net

Global Grants Committee Gerry Porter gporter909@gmail.com

Annual Programs Fund Chair Jane Howard trainerjane46@charter.net

Polio Plus Chair Bob Putney bobanddaunputney@sbcglobal.net

PH Society Chair Frank Ortiz frankortizdg1213@yahoo.com

Endowment Chair Michael Weaver amweaver@pacbell.net

Vocational Training Team Advisor Heather Frankle hfrankle@earthlink.net

DRF Peace Scholars Advisor Catherine Bonifant catherine.r.bonifant@gmail.com

FAR Region 1 Dan Giordano dgiordano@bak.rr.com

FAR Region 2 BJ Anderson bjdesign2000@aol.com

FAR Region 3 Susan Weaver shweaver@weavergroup.org

FAR Region 4 Jane Howard trainerjane46@charter.net

Document Retention Coordinator Scott Phillips scott@synergyinc.net

DRFC District Newsletter Editor Susan Weaver DRFC5240news@gmail.com

The District 5240 Foundation newsletter is published once a month and issued the 20th of 
the month.  Submission deadline for articles is the 15th of the month.   Submit articles to: 
DRFC5240news@gmail.com 

mailto:trainerjane46@charter.net
mailto:amweaver@pacbell.net
mailto:DRFC5240news@gmail.com

