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D5240 CHANGING LIVES 

CHANGES IN RY 2019-2020  
It  has  been  a  pleasure  serving  you  as  the  District  Rotary 
Foundation Committee Chair for the past three years and I am 
looking forward to handing the position over to PDG Frank 
Ortiz and the rest of the 2019-2022 District Rotary Foundation 
Committee.

Even though this will be my final “Changing Lives” newsletter, 
I will remain committed to you and the clubs of our district.  If 
you are wondering what I  will  be doing next,  I  will  remain 
very active with the Rotary Foundation. I have been appointed 
to a few international positions that I would like to share with 
you. 

I  will  be  serving  my second year  as  the  Rotary  Foundation 
Technical  Coordinator  of  Cadres  in  the  area  of  Water  and 
Sanitation  and  responsible  for  coordinating  all  project 
evaluations  internationally.   I  am  serving  on  the  Rotary 
Foundation’s long-range planning committee for redefining the 
role of the Rotary Foundation Cadre (name to also change) to 
not  only  include  project  evaluations,  but  also  to  become  a 
program that will assist clubs and districts in developing and 
writing global grants. I will also 
be  training  other  districts  and 
zones  around  the  world  on  the 
Global Grant process. 

Additionally,  I  have  been  asked 
to  serve  as  the  Global  Grants 
coordinator  for  HANWASH 
(which  is  the  Haiti  Water  and 
Sanitation  organization).  This 
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project is a twelve year $1.2 billion project with the goal to bringing safe drinking water to the 
entire country of Haiti. This project will also be used as a world model for future international 
efforts  in  implementing  water  and  sanitation  projects  and  includes  partnering  with 
organizations outside of  Rotary including the United Nations,  the Gates Foundation,  World 
Health Organization, to name a few.

On a personal note, I would like to announce that I was recently married to Debbie. Debbie is 
from Australia and a fellow Rotarian and is very active at the international level. She will be 
traveling with me to many Rotary events and we look forward to seeing all of you at future 
events. It is nice to have someone to share my passion for Rotary with as a traveling companion 
and as  a  partner  in  developing  programs that  will  benefit  others  through Rotary.  The  one 
challenge in our marriage is the need for me to learn a new language. I speak English, Spanish, 
some Japanese, but am only just now learning Australian! 

Thank you all for your support of the Rotary Foundation and for “Changing Lives”! I would 
also like to thank the incredible members of the District Rotary Foundation Committee. 

To  everyone,  it  has  been  an  honor  and  privilege  to  have  served  as  your  District  Rotary 
Foundation Committee Chair. Keep up the Great Work and be proud of all that you do through 
the Rotary Foundation.

A Message from TRF Chair Cressey  

Dear fellow Rotary members,  
  
Since Arch Klumph’s idea for an endowment fund dedicated to “doing good in the world” took 
root in 1917, we’ve come a long way. From its first contribution of $26.50 almost a century ago, 
The Rotary Foundation has given more than $4.7 billion to projects that promote peace, fight 
disease,  provide clean water,  support education, save mothers and children, and grow local 
economies. We can proudly call ourselves one of the world’s leading Foundations, because our 
peers consistently recognize the impact of our work.  
  
Everything The  Rotary  Foundation has  achieved is  a  result  of  your 
support.  Why?  Because  your  gifts  to  the  Foundation  change  lives. 
Without your support, Rotaractors wouldn’t have been able to create 
new  economic  opportunities  in  a  Ugandan  refugee  settlement.  Nor 
would they have the funds to help destigmatize recovery from opioid 
addiction in the United States.  
  
For  the  2018-19  Rotary  year,  our  Foundation  set  an  ambitious 
fundraising  goal  of  $380  million.  Thanks  to  your  hard  work  and 
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continued efforts we are on target to reach that goal, and have raised $318 million through April 
2019. These funds will ensure that our many programs will be fully funded and Rotarians will 
be completely equipped and empowered to continue making real change.  
  
We have accomplished so much by committing to projects that impact communities near and 
far, none more so than our signature polio eradication initiative. At the time of writing, twenty-
nine polio cases have been reported around the world in 2019. We’ve made fantastic progress 
since the day when our global partnership was launched in 1988, when polio paralyzed 1000 
children every day.  
  
But we must maintain our support, keep raising awareness and keep raising funds to get us 
over the finish line.  We need to ensure that  Rotary does nothing less than excel  to achieve 
nothing less than total eradication of a disease from which no child should suffer. If we can do 
this, we will defeat polio, and it will be a landmark achievement not only for Rotary but most 
importantly for global public health.  
  
So thank you for your generosity and for all you do in Rotary. And remember there’s still time 
to help the Foundation grow before the end of the Rotary year. Visit rotary.org/donate and help 
define our second century as one of even greater transformative impact.  
  
Sincerely,   
Brenda Cressey  
Chair, The Rotary Foundation 2018-19

RC MONTECITO SPONSORS CONGO PEACE SCHOOL 

The Montecito  Rotary  Club is  pleased to  announce  that  we have  become the  International 
Sponsor for The Congo Peace School located in the Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.  This 
school was built over the last year with generous funding from supporters in S California.  The 
Bukavu Mwangaza Rotary Club of E. DRC has requested that we aid them in raising the funds 
to furnish the Congo Peace School with furniture and equipment that will enable it to teach 522 
students in 6 Elementary, 6 Secondary grades plus 2 preschool grades that is already in partial 
operation.

The Congo Peace School will also offer agricultural courses in addition to the standard K-12 
grades of  the DRCongo school  system to allow poor children from the Mumosho valley in 
South Lake Kivu, where it is located, to attend with scholarships and be trained in forming 
agricultural cooperatives in their villages to raise goats and pigs.

The Montecito  Rotary has  been supporting the  villages  and some 50,000 inhabitants  of  the 
Mumosho valley since 2010 to help them recover from the Congo and Rwandan civil wars that 
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so devastated the region in the late 1990s, and from which the DRC is still recovering.  Some of 
the District 5240 RCs have supported past Global Grants, including the Mumosho Water Project 
funding  the  construction  of  a  water  system that  brought  water  from a  distant  spring  to  8 
villages  and  an  elementary  school  and  health  clinic  that  improved  the  lives  of  18,000 
inhabitants.

We continue to support the Bukavu Mwangaza Rotary Club for this reason in its successful 
efforts  to  reconstruct  peace  in  the  S  Kivu  District  of  the  DRC.    Montecito  Rotary  will  be 
matching up to $9,000 in donations from other District clubs, with the rest of the $63,750 cost of 
furnishing the Peace School from DDF and Rotary International grants.

Harlan Green
Chair, International Projects

New Life for the Jaws of Life in 
Mexico 

The Rotary club of Carpinteria Morning 
recently delivered a rebuilt set of “Jaws of Life” 
that  was  done  in  partnership  with  the 
Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Department and 
delivered  to  the  city  of  Salamanca  in  Mexico. 
The project request came from the Rotary Club 
of Salamanca on one of the District 5240 Project 
Safaris. The city of Salamanca’s rescue team are 
volunteer based and equipment is very scarce. 
Hundreds  of  people  were  dying  each  year 
because  they  could  not  be  extracted  from 
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crashed vehicles for medical attention. The Jaws of Life that 
were  a  part  of  this  project  were  donated  by  the 
Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Department and the Rotary 
Club of Carpinteria Morning paid for the rebuilding of the 
unit to new specifications using a district grant to do the 
project.  In the past 3 months,  the Jaws of Life has saved 
over 80 lives.  

Grants Central - District 5240 Style!  

Three years ago, we were only using 50% of our District Designated Funds (DDF) for Global 
Grants. Thanks to your efforts now, we are using 100% of our DDF and have become a world 
player in doing humanitarian work in the six areas of focus. 

This year (2018-2019) we have 69 district grants completed and we used all our of our allotted 
DDF. Your projects included a very diverse focus including everything from scholarships for 
RYLA to funding medical clinics/missions at the international levels. 

In  Global  Grants,  we have 12  Global  Grants  in  draft  form,  3  ready for  submittal,  6  grants 
pending approval, 50 Global Grants in process, and 20 Global Grants approved for this year!

Great work on your part, a big thank you to the District and Global Grants Committees for your 
assistance in processing and approving these grants, and Congratulations to DG Sandi for a 
very  successful  year!  The  impacts  of  your  district  and  global  grants  have  truly  impacted 
thousands  both  locally  and  internationally,  and  we  can  only  do  this  with  the  generous 
contributions of our members. 

                                    
Latest Update Regarding Polio Eradication

Dear Rotary Polio Eradication Leaders: 
Before the rush of Rotary year end activities, I wish to give you a brief update on polio matters: 
The polio case count continues to increase and this week it will be officially reported that we are 
at  the  same  level  as  in  all  of  2018,  33  cases.  But  let  us  put  this  in  perspective:  We  have 
experienced 4 straight years with less than 100 cases and the final cases are in some of the 
toughest areas for mistrust and for lack of access due to antigovernment elements. 
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The news from Africa continues to be very good. In September we will have gone three years 
without  a  case  of  wild  polio  virus  on  the  entire  continent.  The  Regional  Certification 
Commission  for  Polio  Eradication  for  the  AFRO Region  will  be  meeting  in  March  2020  to 
consider whether the area is to be certified as free of the wild polio virus. Congratulations to all 
the countries in this region on your progress. 

How will we know Africa is polio free? As part of the funding round from Rotary approved by 
the Rotary Foundation Trustees this  month,  Rotary is  funding all  surveillance in the AFRO 
region for  the quarter  beginning 1  October  2019.  This  grant  of  US$7.2  million will  support 
surveillance activities in 45 countries and 5 regional centers. We are also funding in the amount 
of US$ 5.4 million for surveillance in 11 countries of the Eastern Mediterranean WHO region. 
Rotary is also resuming the direct funding of vaccines. US$ 2.2 million was just approved for 
oral polio vaccine for Kenya and the Democratic Republic of the Congo and US$ 4 million for 
Afghanistan. In total, the Trustees approved over $US 50 million to WHO and UNICEF for the 
eradication of polio. 

More good news is that the Global Certification Commission is now considering whether to 
certify  the  world  free  of  Type  3  Polio.  There  have  been  no  cases  since  November  2012.  A 
decision is anticipated later this year. 

We still have cases of vaccine derived polio with 12 reported so far this year with 2/3rds of 
them in Nigeria. Attacking these outbreaks is costly and has strained the budget of the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative. 

Contributions are lagging a bit from Rotary Clubs and Rotarians. We need further support to 
reach the goal of $50 million in cash and DDF before 30 June. As polio eradication is Rotary’s 
top humanitarian objective, we hope to see all clubs participate. 

Our advocacy to governments for their support continues to bring results. There has been recent 
positive progress from the United Kingdom, the United States, the UAE and India is notable for 
totally supporting sustaining its status as polio free. A new pledging moment will occur in Abu 
Dhabi in November. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan continue to see outbreaks, positive environmental samples and new 
cases. Three large provinces in Afghanistan have suspended all immunizations. Pakistan had a 
difficult  immunization round two months ago impacted by false attacks on social  media.  A 
round of immunizations that began on 17 June initially appear to have overcome much of the 
previous attacks. 

Thank you to all  the polio leaders and contributors in clubs,  districts and globally who are 
working together as a team to fulfill our promise of a polio free world. 

  ~ Floyd Lancia
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           Polio This Week as of 19 June 2019 

           Headlines: 
• In the Horn of Africa, a cVDPV2 case has been detected in Somali province, 

Ethiopia, linked to the ongoing cVDPV2 outbreak affecting the region (notably 

Somalia).  Since detection of the cVDPVs in the Horn of Africa in 2018, Ethiopia had 

declared these outbreaks – together with the Ministries of Health of Kenya and 

Somalia – to be a regional public health emergency and has been participating in 

regional outbreak response. See ‘Horn of Africa’ section below for more.

• In Papua New Guinea, more than one million children are to be vaccinated against 

measles-rubella and polio.  More.  To mark the launch of the campaign, the 

Honorable Prime Minister James Marape personally administered polio vaccine at a 

launch ceremony.  More.

 

  Afghanistan:  

• No wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported in the past week.  The 

total number of WPV1 cases for 2019 remains eight.

 Pakistan: 

• Two wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported in the past week, from 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, one from Shangla district and the other one 
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from Bannu district.  The onset dates of paralysis are 18 and 22 May respectively, 

bringing the total number of WPV1 cases in 2019 to 24.

• Additionally, one WPV1-positive environmental sample was reported in the past 

week, collected on 20 May from Quetta, Balochistan.

Nigeria: 

• Five circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) viruses were reported in 

the past week from environmental samples, collected in May from Kwara and Lagos 

states.  The total number of cVDPV2 cases reported in 2019 remains eight.

• Recent confirmation of spread of the cVDPV2 outbreak, both within Nigeria and 

internationally, underscores the urgent need to fill remaining vaccination gaps in the 

ongoing outbreak response, and to optimize the geographic extent and operational 

quality of monovalent OPV type 2 (mOPV2) response.
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (Cont’d)
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Foundation Banner Recognition Report (Cont’d)
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Foundation Banner Recognition Report (Cont’d)
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Monthly Contribution Report 
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Monthly Contribution Report (Cont’d)
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Monthly Contribution Report (Cont’d)
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Monthly Contribution Report (Cont’d)
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Monthly Contribution Report (Cont’d)
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2016-2019 District Rotary Foundation Committee
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